B DEFENSE VERDICT

Jury rules in favor of Deere & Company in benzene case

NEGLIGENCE
M Venue: Jackson County Circuit Court

B Case Number/Date: 1316-cv13192/June 30, 2016
M Judge: James F. Kanatzar

B Plaintiff's Experts: Stephen Petty, Dublin, Ohio (exposure
assessment); Robert J. Harrison, San Frandisco, California
(medical causation); Navanshu Arora, Kansas City (medical
causation)

B Defendant’s Experts: David H. Garabrant, Ann Arbor,
Michigan (epidemiology); Peter G. Shields, Columbus,
Ohio (causation assessment, oncology, hematology);

John W. Spencer, Columbia, Maryland (exposure assessment),

David W Pyatt, Superior, Colorado (toxicology)
M Caption: Wade Wiederhold v. Deere & Company

B Plaintiff's Attorneys: Al Stewart, Lee Lesher and Stephanie
Sherman of Allen Stewart, of Dallas; Lon Walters and Christin
DiMartino, The Walters Law Firm, Kansas City

Il Defendant’s Attorneys: Matthew J. Fischer and Brian 0.
Watson, Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila, Chicago.

BY JESSICA SHUMAKER
jessica.shumaker@molawyersmedia.com

A Jackson County jury returned a ver-
dict in favor of Deere & Company on
claims that exposure to products under the
John Deere brand were linked to a Lee’s
Summit man’s cancer.

Nine of the 12 jurors found that Deere
was not liable on counts of negligence,
strict product liability for design defectand
strict product liability for failure to warn.

The verdict on June 30 wrapped up a tri-
al that began in the Jackson County Circuit
Court in Independence on June 20.

The plaintiff in the case was Wade
Wiederhold. He claimed his work as a me-
chanic for tractor dealers in the Kansas
City area exposed him to paints, cleaning

solvents and other products that contained
benzene, a known carcinogen.

He also claimed that exposure led to his
2011 diagnosis of acute promyelocytic leu-
kemia, a form of bone marrow cancer.

Deere’s attorneys denied liability in
opening statements of the trial, saying the
company did not make any of the products
itself, and also denied Wiederhold’s expo-
sure would have been sufficient to cause
cancer.

Wiederhold asked the jury to consider
damages in the range of $4 million to $6
million.

Matthew J. Fischer and Brian O, Watson
of Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila in Chicago
represented the defense. They declined to
comment on the verdict.

Al Stewart of Allen Stewart in Dallas

and Lon Walters and Christin DiMartino
of The Walters Law Firm in Kansas City
represented the plaintiff.

“Sometimes we win, sometimes we
don’t,” Stewart said. “Wade is a great
person and it is our honor to be his
advocate.”

The case initially included several other
defendants who were dismissed prior to
trial. They included Safety Kleen Corp.,
Safety Kleen Systems Inc., Illinois Tool
Works Inc., Berryman Products Inc.,
Gold Eagle Co., The Sherwin-Williams
Company, TIG Distributing Inc.,, MDI
Products, LLC, Rust-Oleum Corp,
O’Reilly Automotive Stores Inc., Ozark
Kenworth Inc., and Valspar Corp.

The case is Wade Wiederhold v. Deere &
Company, 1316-CV13192,
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